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A review of language courses 

at Kingston University which 

could lead to French and Spanish 

degrees being ditched will 

mean students missing out on 

job opportunities in business, 

according to industry chiefs.  

The appraisal of Spanish and 

French courses could mean 

they will no longer be open to 

applications for entry in 2013 and  

the departments could close at the 

end of this academic year. 

A spokesman for the 

Confederation of British Industry 

(CBI) said: “French is the most 

important language in business 

and Spanish is the third.  There is a 

great demand for language skills in 

the business sector and we would 

certainly encourage students to 

carry on studying these languages.”

Graham Waterman, company 

director of international property 

business Broker Sa Llampuga, 

said: “Anyone who can speak 

these languages will have a better 

chance at succeeding in business.  

Kingston is taking away a great 

opportunity from their students, 

they should be encouraging them 

to learn a language – not closing 

down the courses.” 

The University said that a 

decision to close the courses, which 
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FASS and Business, was not certain 

- and existing students would still 

be catered for. A spokeswoman 

said: “A review of these courses is 

currently underway and will report 

back to FASS. Only a small number 

of students take these classes every 

year and any future provisions wil 

not affect them.”

 However, a University source 

said: “Although the University 
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reviewed I suspect they will close 

the main courses as each year less 

and less students opt to study these 

languages.” 

According to recent statistics, 

only 23 per cent of the UK 

population can speak French, nine 

per cent can speak German and 

eight per cent can speak Spanish.   

Spanish exchange student, 

Inés Medem Segurato, said: 

“Considering that so many English 

people go to Spain, it is a lack of 

respect and a shame that they do not 

bother to learn Spanish. Spanish 

is the third most spoken language 
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learning.” 

The review of language courses 

comes as concern continues over 

falling application numbers across 

large parts of the University. 

Applications to Kingston are down 

around 15 per cent on average.

Faculties will also know within 

weeks how many students who have 

been offered places at Kingston 
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choice - indicating that they intend 

to study here next academic year. 

However, there are fears that 

the conversion rate between 

 77)%2 -%'&+# &*#(!$#*"2%+%'&+#. +#

also fallen, meaning many courses 

face the threat of failing to recruit 

their target number of students. 

Garden design, design studies, 

sport science and mobile 

computing are among other courses 
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applications this year. A University 

spokeswoman said: “The garden 

design course was validated by 

Kingston University but taught at 

Guildford College but we will not 

be validating this course after next 

year. With regards to the design 

studies course, it started in 2009 but 

did not grow as much as expected. 

A decision was taken this year to 

remove it. Courses are removed 

from the portfolio for a variety of 

reasons, sometimes because they 

are not recruiting well and don’t 

seem to be meeting either student 

or employer needs, often for other 

reasons including the ending of 

partnerships or courses being 

subsumed into other courses which 

have been expanded or developed.”

In the academic year 2011-2012, 

29 courses were closed across all 

the faculties.

UK student applications across 

the country are down for the 
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fees rising to up to £9,000 per year, 

the impact has been biggest for 

England’s universities - down by 

an average  9.9 per cent.

A Kingston lecturer said: “To be 

completely honest I do not even 

know what is happening myself yet. 
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will be next year or what I will be 

teaching. I hope we get informed 
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being kept in the dark but also the 

students. New students who have 

applied to the less popular courses 

may not be told the courses are not 

running until it is too late for them 

to apply elsewhere. They need to 

get organised.” 

If the French and Spanish courses 

do close, students will be able to 

continue studying at Kingston 

Language Scheme. 
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Digital pen trial
Kingston University has launched 

a trial run of a new digital pen to 
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tive effects on university studies 

and the intake of KU applicants. 

The latest edition of the Smart-

pen, known as ‘livescribe,’ is used 
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It stores written and audio mate-

rial on its hard drive. 

The recordings can easily be 

transferred to a computer, saving 

students time on transcribing. 

Hendrik Van der Sluis, KU’s aca-

demic E-learning director, is run-

ning the trial amongst a group of 

students over four to six weeks. 

There have been few studies so 

far and KU is keen to urge stu-

dents to get involved to explore 
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on teaching facilities.  

Livescribe promotes itself as be-

ing smaller, slicker, and more 

easily transported than iPads and 

laptops.

The pen is currently available for 

around £99. 

Staff awards
Kingston staff were put in the 

limelight ahead of the student 

awards and achievements shows 

this month with a similar cele-

bration of their own accomplish-

ments. 

Research assistant Laura Bot-

tomley was awarded for launch-
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ity-based module in English 

literature. Theresa Nash was 

praised for founding Heritage-

2Health, an initiative to improve 

the lives of local people with dis-
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Multimedia Team was praised 

for working with the local police 

to produce a DVD on the attack 

on a local mosque in 2010. 

Managers and colleagues nomi-

nated their peers and the three 
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ing panel.

Help for Syria
A group of KU students volun-

teered in a charity event at Pen-

rhyn Road to raise money for the 

Syrian people who have been af-

fected by the recent unrest.

The charity, which managed to 
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is aiming to provide basic hu-

manitarian needs such as medi-

cine, food and shelter for the 

people in Syria who are in urgent 

need.

Alma Ahmad, second year phar-

macy and chemistry student, 

said: “We sold a selection of tra-

ditional Syrian food and snacks 

as well as baklawa and other 

Arabic sweets. We also sold arm 

bands, pins and badges with the 
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highly favourable by students.”

Au Revoir! Will KU say adiós to 
French and Spanish courses?

Experts say language degrees are vital for opportunities in  business                Pic: Rex


